Seventy-two 


Perhaps you are teaching your class to read Latin as 
the Romans read it, i. e., by taking in the meaning of 
each sentence in the Latin word order. The use of this 
method implies that the reader keep his mind open to 
the various meanings and functions of each word as it 
occurs, without however giving a final decision until 
warranted to do so by the trend of what follows. The 
preparatory mental grasp of the various possibilities of 
-each word must in the beginning be an explicit process, 
though as time goes on it will become instinctive. In 
the beginning especially it will be impossible to grasp 
all the possibilities of each word; the reader will have 
to content himself with the main probable meanings and 
constructions. Which are the main probable construc- 
tions for each of the nouns to be met with in reading? 
—This interesting question is answered by H. P. O’Neill, 
S.J., in C.B., October, 1926. 


The general diffusion of half-digested information 
does not raise the general level of intelligence, which 
can only be raised to any purpose by thorough self- 
culture, by assimilation, digestion, meditation. The 
busy bee is a favorite simile with us, and we are apt 
to overlook the fact that the least important part of 
his example is buzzing around—Charles Dudley Warner, 
A Little Journey in the World. 
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